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Members Present: Robert Skolnick, Sheila Dinsmoor, Helen Robertson, and Ingrid Carls 

Staff: Heather Lamplough, Senior Planner and Victor Panak, Planner 

Also Present: 

Jamie Jurgensen, 530 Washington Street, Library Director 

Maura Murphy, 21 Fairbanks Ave, Library Trustee 

Ann Howley, 5 Hundreds Circle, Library Trustee 

Michael Racette, Wellesley Historical Commission 

Joseph Murray, Town of Wellesley Facilities Project Manager 

Doug Manley, McGinley Kalsow & Associates 

Wendall Kalsow, McGinley Kalsow & Associates 

Ryan Foster, McGinley Kalsow & Associates 

Mike Tartamella, Patrick Ahearn Architect, 30 Bancroft Road 

Dan Gordon, Dan Gordon Landscape Architects, 30 Bancroft Road 

Kathryn Ostermier, Dan Gordon Landscape Architects, 30 Bancroft Road 

Hazel Wood Hopkins, Blue Mercury 

Steve Swede, Fast Signs, Closet Exchange Luxe 

 

Mr. Skolnick called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm 

 

Results of the Town Hall Exterior Envelope Study 

 

Joseph Murray, Facilities Project Manager for the Town of Wellesley briefly introduced the project and 

the team that was hired to complete the studies. Doug Manley, Wendall Kalsow and Ryan Foster from 

McGinley Kalsow & Associates presented their findings to the Board.  

 

Results of the Wellesley Hills Library Masonry Façade Study 

 

Joseph Murray, Facilities Project Manager for the Town of Wellesley briefly introduced the project and 

the team that was hired to complete the studies. Doug Manley, Wendall Kalsow and Ryan Foster from 

McGinley Kalsow & Associates presented their findings to the Board.  

 

 

DRB 16-50LHR 30 Bancroft Road  

 

Documents: 

 

1. Letter from Patrick Ahearn, AIA, dated August 12, 2016; 

 

2. Large House Review Application, dated Received by Planning on August 11, 2016; 

 

3. TLAG Review Affidavit, dated Received by Planning on August 11, 2016; 

 

4. Cover Sheet, The Kaplan Residence, prepared by Patrick Ahearn Architect, dated August 12, 

2016; 

 

5. Table of Contents, The Kaplan Residence, prepared by Patrick Ahearn Architect, undated; 

 

6. Section I: Site Identification 

 

a. I-1 - Site Location, prepared by Patrick Ahearn Architect, dated August 12, 2016; 
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b. I-2 - Zoning Map, prepared by Patrick Ahearn Architect, dated August 12, 2016; 

c. I-3 - Existing Site prepared by Patrick Ahearn Architect Photographs, dated August 12, 

2016; 

d. I-4 - Existing Site Photographs, prepared by Patrick Ahearn Architect, dated August 12, 

2016; 

e. I-5 - Neighborhood Delineation Photos, prepared by Patrick Ahearn Architect, dated 

August 12, 2016; 

f. I-6 - Neighborhood Delineation Plan, prepared by Patrick Ahearn Architect, dated 

August 12, 2016; 

g. I-7 - Existing Conditions Plan, prepared by hs&t group, inc., dated August 4, 2016 & 

August 12, 2016; 

h. I-8 - Existing Conditions Plan, prepared by hs&t group, inc., dated August 4, 2016 & 

August 12, 2016; 

i. I-9 - Existing First Floor Plan, prepared by Patrick Ahearn Architect, dated August 12, 

2016; 

j. I-10 - Existing Second Floor Plan, prepared by Patrick Ahearn Architect, dated August 

12, 2016; 

k. I-11 - Existing Front Elevation, prepared by Patrick Ahearn Architect, dated August 12, 

2016; 

l. I-12 - Existing Rear Elevation, prepared by Patrick Ahearn Architect, dated August 12, 

2016; 

m. I-13 - Existing Left Side Elevation and Existing Right Side Elevation, prepared by 

Patrick Ahearn Architect, dated August 12, 2016; and 

n. I-14 - Existing Carriage House, prepared by Patrick Ahearn Architect, dated August 12, 

2016 

 

7. Section II: Civil Engineering and Landscape Design 

 

a. II-1 - Stormwater & Erosion Control Site Plan, prepared by Columbia Design Group, 

LLC, dated August 12, 2016; 

b. II-2 - Existing Condition Photos, prepared by Dan K. Gordon Associates, dated June 27, 

2016 and August 12, 2016; 

c. II-3 - Existing Condition Photos, prepared by Dan K. Gordon Associates, dated June 27, 

2016 and August 12, 2016; 

d. II-4 - Existing Condition Photos, prepared by Dan K. Gordon Associates, dated June 27, 

2016 and August 12, 2016; 

e. II-5 - Existing Condition Photos, prepared by Dan K. Gordon Associates, dated June 27, 

2016 and August 12, 2016; 

f. II-6 - Existing Condition Photos, prepared by Dan K. Gordon Associates, dated June 27, 

2016 and August 12, 2016; 

g. II-7 - LA-01 - Landscape Plan, prepared by Dan K. Gordon Associates, dated August 12, 

2016; 

h. II-8 - LA-02 - Landscape Planting Schedule & Details, prepared by Dan K. Gordon 

Associates, dated August 12, 2016; 

i. II-9 - LA-04 - Tree Protection, prepared by Dan K. Gordon Associates, dated August 12, 

2016; 

j. II-10 - LA-03 Landscape Lighting & Photometrics, prepared by Dan K. Gordon 

Associates, dated August 12, 2016; 

k. II-11 - Lighting Fixture Specifications, dated August 12, 2016; and 
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l. II-12 - Lighting Fixture Specifications, dated August 12, 2016 

 

8. Section III: Architecture 

 

a. III-1 - Bancroft Road Exterior Elevation, prepared by Patrick Ahearn Architect, dated 

August 12, 2016; 

b. III-2 - Rear Exterior Elevation, prepared by Patrick Ahearn Architect, dated August 12, 

2016; 

c. III-3 - Right Side Exterior Elevation at Garage, prepared by Patrick Ahearn Architect, 

dated August 12, 2016; 

d. III-4 - Left Side Exterior Elevation, prepared by Patrick Ahearn Architect, dated August 

12, 2016; 

e. III-5 - Proposed First Floor Plan, prepared by Patrick Ahearn Architect, dated August 12, 

2016; 

f. III-6 - Proposed Second Floor Plan, prepared by Patrick Ahearn Architect, dated August 

12, 2016; 

g. III-7 - Proposed Lower Level Floor Plan, prepared by Patrick Ahearn Architect, dated 

August 12, 2016; and 

h. III-8 - TLAG Calculations and Diagrams, prepared by Patrick Ahearn Architect, dated 

August 12, 2016 

 

Mike Tartamella of Patrick Ahearn Architect, and Dan Gordon of Dan Gordon Landscape Architects 

presented the proposed Large House Review project to the Board. Mr. Tartamella introduced the site to 

the Board, in that the lot sits on the line between the SR-15 and the SR-10 districts, with this site in the 

SR-15 district. He explained how there is array of property sizes and an array of architectural styles in the 

area. He explained that the owners have lived in the existing house for a few years now, and they are 

looking to build a new house on the lot.  

 

Mr. Tartamella explained that their design idea was to make it look like the house could have been there 

originally, and that they have accomplished that by using traditional design forms and massing, and 

materials. He stated that they have created a colonial piece with wings off the side that helps to break 

down the scale of the house as it presents itself to Bancroft Road. They have used a variety of materials 

and a variety of scales and appendages to break down the massing of the house. Mr. Tartamella presented 

the front, rear and both side elevations of the proposed house. He presented a comparison drawing that 

shows the front elevations of the existing and the proposed house on top of one another to show the 

changes and similarities between the two. He pointed out that the roof lines in some sections of the 

proposed house are much lower than the existing roof lines. He stated that the main box will have a higher 

roofline, that is about 3’9” taller than the existing house. Mr. Tartamella clarified the materials being used 

on the house, which includes new England stone veneer, shingled wings, and clapboards and or tongue-

and-groove boards on the rear. Dan Gordon, presented a quick site plan overlay of the existing house and 

the proposed house, showing where each of them sit on the lot.  

 

Dan Gordon presented the proposed landscaping plan the Board. He explained the topography of the lot 

and stated that they have made some changes to the landscaping plan due to an abutter’s comments and 

concerns. He explained that the abutter has a garage with a rooftop deck right along the property line, and 

was concerned about some of the proposed landscaping and privacy. He presented some photographs that 

show where the new landscaping, which is taller than previously proposed, will be placed to provide more 
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of a buffer between the two properties. Mr. Gordon pointed out all of the trees that will be saved on the 

lot, and some of the proposed trees on the lot. Mr. Skolnick asked about lighting in the driveway, and if it 

will effect that neighbor. Mr. Gordon stated that they just have some coach lights at the garage doors, no 

spotlights at the driveway, and that there will be no light trespass over that property line. The Board did 

express some concerns regarding the up lighting of the trees in the backyard. Mr. Gordon explained the 

proposed grading of the site, and stated that the proposed house will sit about 2’ lower on the lot than the 

existing house. He stated that there will be a small (under 4’) retaining wall along the large sugar maple 

that is being retained on the site. He explained that they chose to relocate the driveway and the garage to 

the opposite side of the property due to the topography of the site. He explained that they are also 

changing the retaining wall at the rear of the property, by making it lower in height, and slightly changing 

the location of it. Miss Lamplough asked for some clarifications on the plans. Mr. Gordon stated that 

there is a curb along the left side of the property as a result of Engineering’s request to redirect any water 

flow away from the abutting property line and towards the street. He stated that none of the retaining 

walls are over 4’ in height in any location on the property. 

 

Mr. Skolnick stated that he has concerns about the up lighting on the house. He states that there are too 

many lights, and they should be reduced. He also stated that he would like Jonathan Law, a landscape 

architect on the Board to look at the revised landscaping plan. Miss Lamplough asked what the 

hardscaping materials will be. The applicant stated that it would be bituminous concrete driveway and 

bluestone on the terrace and the walkways. The stated that the retaining walls will be fieldstone. Ms. Carls 

asked if the applicant has been in contact with the abutters. The applicant stated that the owners have met 

with the abutters and presented the proposed plans to them. They stated that there is neighborhood 

support for the project. Dan Gordon showed the Board that there is an overlay of the site plans in the 

stormwater and erosion control plan, but that it is light and hard to see. 

 

Mr. Skolnick moved to recommend approval of the Large House Review project (incorporating the 

landscaping changes presented), with the condition that the lighting on the front of the house is reduced, 

and that Board member and Landscape Architect, Jonathan Law [whom is not present at tonight’s 

meeting] is allowed to review the revised landscaping plan and provide feedback and comments as 

necessary to the applicant (this condition is non-binding to the recommendation). Ms. Robertson 

seconded. The motion passed unanimously (4-0). 

 

DRB 16-51S: Blue Mercury  

 

Hazel Wood Hopkins presented the proposed signs to the Board. She explained that the DRB has 

previously approved the wall sign and the blade sign on the façade, and that they are now requesting a 

second wall sign and multiple window signs. Ms. Dinsmoor stated that she thinks that there are too many 

window signs. Ms. Carls stated that she has an issue with the second wall sign. She stated that it is already 

a very prominent sign and that she doesn’t think there needs to be another. Ms. Hopkins stated that there 

only a few tenants that have the corner space, and that the other tenants do have two signs. Mr. Skolnick 

stated that the corner tower was a very prominent architectural feature when they were designing and 

permitting Linden Square. Ms. Hopkins pointed out that the wall sign is only 13 sq. ft. which is much 

smaller than what is permitted.  

 

After a brief discussion Mr. Skolnick moved to recommend approval of the wall sign as presented, and 

approval of the window signs allowed by-right only. Ms. Dinsmoor seconded. The motion passed (3-1). 

Board member Ingrid Carls was opposed.  
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DRB 16-49S Closet Exchange Luxe  

 

Steve Swede of Fast Signs presented the revised sign to the Board. He stated that they are just wanting a 

simple sign, and that it will be two-sided.  

After a brief discussion Mr. Skolnick moved to recommend approval of the sign as presented. Ms. 

Robertson seconded. The motion passed unanimously (4-0). 

 

Minutes 

 

Mr. Skolnick moved to approve the minutes for the Design Review Board meeting on June 22, 2016. Ms. 

Carls seconded the motion. The motion passed (4-0). 

 

The minutes from the Design Review Board meetings held on July 13, 2016 will be reviewed at the next 

meeting to be held on September 28, 2016. 

 

Mr. Skolnick moved to approve the minutes for the Design Review Board meeting on August 17, 2016. 

Ms. Dinsmoor seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.  

 

Mr. Skolnick adjourned the meeting at approximately 8:45 pm. 

 

Note: A recording of this meeting is available in the Planning Department.  

 

Minutes Approved: 09/28/2016 

 

Respectfully submitted by: 

Heather Lamplough 

Wellesley Planning Department 

 


